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sophistical arguments of Burke, already a man of mark in the
British Parliament. Foreign affairs, however, began ere long
to create a great stirring of Irish opinion, which gradually
produced momentous results. The quarrel with America,
followed by civil war, had broken out; and, for many reasons,
the American cause found support and sympathy in Protestant
Ireland. England had claimed a right to legislate for America,
even to tax her; the very same right, as respects their own
country, had been persistently and ably denied by a long
series of well known Irishmen, and even, to a great extent, in
the Irish Parliament. The Presbyterians, too, who had left
Ireland during a succession of years, were numerous in the
irmy of the revolted colonists; Presbyterian Ulster was, almost
to a man, enthusiastic for the success of Washington, The
[rish Parliament, true to its instincts, and filled with nominees
of the Crown and the great Nobles, resisted this movement
for a considerable time; it passed a resolution against the
American revolt; it voted large sums to maintain the war; it
even sent part of the Irish army, which, it had been arranged,
was to remain at home, to serve with the force under Howe, in
the American contest. By degrees, however, it began to waver;
the majority for the Government fell off; it oscillated with the
uncertainty often seen in it, and natural to an ill-constituted
assembly of the kind. Harcourt now followed in the track of
Townshend, with a recklessness from which even Townshend
would have shrunk; eighteen Peerages were created in a
single day; extravagant patronage was scandalously abused;
and corruption ran riot in the public service.
The majority of the Government in the Irish Houses was
kept together by these means; but it was under the influence
also of higher motives. The Protestant aristocracy, so power-
ful in it, was decidedly on the side of the Crown and of
England, up to the last moment of the American war; the
Irish Parliament continued to vote supplies for it, as late as.